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Standing Alone. 


A DiscourRsE, AT TEMPLE KENESETH ISRAEL, 
; BY 
RABBI JOSEPH KRAUSKOPF, D. D. 
Philadelphia, February 16th, 1913. 


Travelers in European lands note, almost as a universal 
custom, pictures of the rulers of the respective countries 
hanging conspicuously on the walls of public Se PG ee 
halls and private dwellings. Frequently that pictures and stat- 
honor is extended to other members of the royal Sree 
family, and in the interior of such countries as Russia one 
even finds lamps burning in front of such pictures, like 
unto those that are kept lighted day and night in front of 
images of saints. Some of that practice is, no doubt, voluntary 
and ascribable to patriotism. The universality of it, however, 
inclines one to the belief that more of it is due to fear on the 
part of the people that they might be suspected of disloyalty 
if they omitted the practice. In some countries the govern- 
ment may even tacitly compel the custom, as a means of im- 
pressing the people with a deep sense of the obligation and 
reverence due their sovereign and his family. 

Even in our own country, it is quite customary to hang 
upon our walls pictures of past or present presidents or 
warriors or statesmen, or to ornament our public similar fondness 
squares with statues of them. Of course, with '"'mtedStates- 
us there is no compulsion in such tributes. Wedo them honor 
not to court their favor, if living, nor to please their ashes, if 
dead, but as an appeal to our nobler selves to keep aglow the 
sentiment of gratitude, and to emulate their illustrious ex- 


amples, 
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And among all such pictures or statues, the one most 
frequently met with in our land is that of Abraham Lincoln. 
iMogtly. truesak Not even Washington exceeds him in popularity, 
Lincoln. albeit he had three score years the start of him. 
It is probably no exaggeration to say that the best known and 
the most beloved of all Americans, past and present, is 
Abraham Lincoln. 

And if you ask why this popularity, a dozen reasons 
crowd themselves to the fore in eagerness to answer. He 
Wanyireasone'tor appeals to us because of the wonderful career he 
his popularity. § hewed out for himself from log-cabin to White 
House, with no other aid than his own labor and desert. He 
appeals to us because of his rugged simplicity, even when in 
most exalted station, and his sterling integrity and unflinch- 
ing tenacity of purpose, even when under severest trial. He 
appeals to us because he dared to face and conquer an evil 
which great statesmen before him and in his day had seen and 
feared, and yet had not dared to brave. He appeals to us 
because, notwithstanding that the searchlights of critical 
inquiry have been cast upon him for half a century, and from 
every conceivable point of view, from the watch-towers of 
one-time foes as well as friends, not a flaw has been found 
upon his character, not a stain that could asperse his motive, 
or lessen by a hair’s breadth the grandeur of his achievement. 

Old as is the story of his life, we never weary hearing of 
Tt 


d 


and we never listen to it, but we feel our jaded spirits 
tingle with new ideas, and our craven souls quicken with new 
courage. How refreshing in these days to read the stories of 
his refusing, when still a struggling lawyer, richly promising 
law-cases, if convinced of the guilt of those who sought his 
counsel and his defense! How humbling in these days of 
snobbishness and extravagance, to read of this great commoner 
being discovered one morning, in his shirt sleeves, in the 
White House, polishing his shoes, and, upon being asked, 
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‘“‘Do you black your own boots,’’ replying with a vigorous 
rub of the brush, ‘‘Whose boots did you think I blacked ?”’ 
How comforting, in these days of grasping greed and un- 
scrupulous striving after honor, to read the stories of his 
readiness to step down and out from his exalted position, at 
any moment, if by so doing he could save the Union from 
dismemberment, and assure emancipation unto the Negro 
slave! How touching the stories of his pardoning the lives 
of scores of soldiers, young lads, or husbands and fathers, 
who had forfeited them by reason of serious viclations of 
military orders, and his endangering, even at critical times, 
the discipline of the army rather than do violence to the 
humaneness of his heart! What a lesson to those who are 
ever ready to shoulder upon others the responsibility for their 
own failure, or to claim for themselves the glory of other 
men’s achieving, is afforded by his peremptory order to General 
Meade, after the battle of Gettysburg, to pursue General Lee 
in his retreat, to attack him, and with one bold stroke to end 
the war, accompanying the order with this private note, ‘‘“The 
order I enclose is not of record. If you succeed you need not 
publish the order. If you fail, publish it, Then, if you 
succeed, you will have all the credit of the movement. If not, 
I'll take all the responsibility.’’ What a lesson to those who 
cao neither forget nor forgive past offenses is afforded on the 
night of Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, when the band 
serenaded Lincoln witb patriotic airs, such as ‘‘Columbia, the 
Gem of the Ocean,’’ ‘‘Star-spangled Banner,’’ beckoning for 
the band-master, he said to him, ‘‘God be praised, North and 
South are one again! Play ‘‘Dixie.’’ It is our tune now as 
well as theirs.”’ 
But much as we admire his simplicity and kindness, his 
honesty and unselfishness, it is his courage, his daring to 
stand alone in a righteous cause, and to fight 


The greatest of 
alone, and to continue at his self-chosen post of these his courage. 
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duty in the face of bitterest opposition and greatest danger 
until victory was his—it is this trait of Lincoln that appeals 
to us above every other. 

And courage is a trait that compels our admiration even 
if displayed by our foe, even if manifested in a cause un- 
Gautagecomielé deserving of it. There is that in courage that 
admiration: makes men admire it, even if incapable of ad- 
miring anything else, and there are few insults which men feel 
more keenly than that of being regarded cowardly. Courage 
is the favored theme of the historian, poet and artist. To it 
have been dedicated the greatest of our epics; for it have 
wrought the ablest of pens, pencils and chisels. There is an 
instinctive feeling that where a brave hand strikes and a brave 
tongue speaks, there beats the true heart. Cowardice is quite 
generally a synonym of falsehood, intrigue, hypocrisy. He 
who dares not face the truth nor fight for a righteous cause 
generally shrinks not froma lie. It is because of their daring 
all, and staking all for the sake of principle that the great 
prophets and heroes, reformers and martyrs, of all ages and 
climes, have been kin. From that virtue civilization has 
drawn its most valued prizes. Liberty of conscience and 
liberty of speech, right of self-direction and self-government, 
right to the possession of the products of our handiwork, 
right to the proper use of the powers with which God has 
dowered us, right to stand on our own feet and do our own 
thinking and leading, these and a thousand other blessings 
have been wrought for us by men of heroic mould, by spirits 
brave and daring. Whatever the enlightened form of govern- 
ment or belief of our day, whatever the progress of our learn- 
ing, of it must be said what Emerson said, ‘‘Great institutions 
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are but lengthened shadows of a single man,’’ or what Owen 


Meredith said, 
“No life 
Can be pure in its purpose, and strong in strife 
And all life not be purer and stronger thereby.”’ 
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With so much blessing wrought by courage, and so much 
honor shown to men of the heroic spirit, one would naturally 
suppose that few virtues would be more sought en rae re 
after than it, that few honors would be more speech than in 
coveted than that of being classed with those ae 
who, when duty called, dared to stand alone. 

But, unfortunately, such is not the case. With all our 
rights and liberties, courage is as great a rarity in our day as 
ever it was in the days gone by. Men honor it in speech, 
and shame it in practice. Preachers and politicians wax 
eloquent over the valorous deeds of prophets and statesmen of 
other days, and yet cowardly shrink from moving hand or 
foot to break shackles off present-day slaves, or to free the 
mind from errors and prejudices and superstitions that paralyze 
heartsand souls, in ourowntimes. Conscious that a thousand 
blessings they enjoy were purchased by brave men at the cost 
of untold agonies, often at the price of their lives, they are 
unwilling to risk even the slightest inconvenience for the 
purpose of saying and doing the thing that might make 
coming generations the happier and better for their daring. 

As in former days, so in ours. Men prefer to travel in 
herds. Individuality is frowned upon. Independent judg- 
ment is tabood. Breaking with established yy, ataia to 
custom, no matter if antiquated or injurious to stand alone. 
progress, is regarded sacrilegious. ‘They are afraid of the man 
who dares to break away from the multitude that is in the 
wrong, who dares to stand alone, dares to speak and act as 
truth dictates, as the need of the hour demands. 

As Koheleth taught* in olden days: there is. a time to 
plant and a time to pluck up, a time to build up and a time to 
tear down, a time to gather and a time to cast 4,14, whenone 
away, so do brave men teach in our day, that must break away. 
there is a time to go with the multitude and to work with 


* Keclesiastes III. 
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them, and a time to break away from them, and to work 
alone. Thus have wrongs been overthrown in the past, have 
reforms been instituted, has progress been made, and thus 
will mankind continue to proceed from bad to better, and from 
better to best. ae 

There is a needful conformity and a no less needful non- 
conformity. Weare of society and must labor with society 
i a in all things that tend to society’s best good. 
mity and needful We must even make sacrifies of personal prefer- 
es ences, if by such sacrifices we may conserve the 
common good. But when the practices of society are evil, 
when they perpetuate and condone political crime and in- 
dustrial injustice, when they tend to mental or moral or phy- 
sical decay, to public or private corruptions, then refusal to 
break away, to stand alone, unfettered by conventionalities of 
the present and by traditions of the past, is cowardice, and 
no less cowardice though a thousand dangers threaten, though 
a thousand foes bar the way. 

The majority has the right to govern and to lead only as 
long as its government is guided by righteousness, and its 
leadership is along the path of progress. If they are not, it 
becomes the duty of the minority, no matter how small, so to 
battle for the right that its ideals may ultimately become the 
achievement and the standard of the majority. It is to needs 
such as these that Emerson refers when he says, ‘‘ Whoso 
would be a man must be a non-conformist. Nothing is at 
last sacred but the integrity of your own mind.”’ 

Of course, rarely is man permitted to walk the road of 
heroism unscathed. Its ultimate reward is too precious to be 
hes auataee cheaply bought by craven souls. Time enough 
mitted to go for such as these to partake of the victory when 
ieee the danger is past, when the battle is fought and 
won. It is then that that species of men applaud what they 
first denounced, and accept greedily what they first spurned, 
and praise them whom they first despised. 
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The exclamation of Moses, ‘‘But a little, and they would 
have stoned me,’’ has been that of nearly every emancipator 
and reformer, and the number is large of those who experi- 
enced such stoning in reality, or some other mode of violence 
‘or death. Lincoln's picture has not always had an honored 
place upon the wall, nor his statue a conspicuous spot in pub- 
lic squares and gardens, neither was his name always uttered 
with veneration and love. From the day of his rise to emi- 
nence to the day of his death by the assassin’s hand, he was 
probably the most vilified, the best hated, the worst carica- 
tured, of all the people of the United States. Made, however, 
of the stuff of which heroes are moulded, and bent upon his 
mission which he had made the end of his life, he cared ‘little 
whether he was loved or hated, whether applauded or de- 
nounced. 

Great and courageous men do not look for favors from 
their own generation, neither do they expect recognition in 


their own time. They share the thought of Great heroes look 


not for favors 
from thelr own 


a certain course, on the ground that it would seneration. 


young Quincy, who, when advised to desist from 


lose him popularity, replied, ‘‘I have never harbored the ex- 
pectation, nor any great desire, that all men should speak well 
of me. To inquire my duty and do it is my aim.’’ 

Such was the spirit that moved Lincoln when he said, ‘‘I 
am not bound to win, but I am bound to be true, I am not 
bound to succeed, but I am bound to live up to ,,, aint that 
the light I have. I must stand with anybody moved Lincoln. 
that stands right, stand with him while he is right, and part 
with him when he goes wrong.’’ Such was the spirit that 
moved him upon other occasions, when he said, ‘‘The only 
ruler I have is my Conscience ;’’ or when he said, ‘‘I can better 
afford to go down in defeat, if I am in the right, than become 
President, if in the wrong,’’ or when he said, ‘‘Many free 
countries have lost their liberties, and ours may lose hers, but, 
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if she shall, be it my proudest boast, not that I was the last 
to desert, but that I never, never deserted her,’’ or when he 
said, ‘‘No man is good enough to govern another without 
that other’s consent.’’ 

That was the spirit that moved Luther to say, when his 
friends tried to dissuade him from answering the Papal sum- 
The spirit that ™0ns to defend his cause before the tribunal at 
moved Luther. Worms, lest there happen to him what befell 
John Huss and other martyrs, ‘‘Were there as many devils in 
Worms as their are roof-tiles I would go on.’’ 

And it was that same spirit that prompted his famous 
reply when urged by that dread tribunal to recant, ‘‘ Here I 
stand, I cannot otherwise; God help me, Amen.’’ 

And that was the spirit with which he met the car- 
dinal-legate, who had been sent from Rome to bring him to 
terms. ‘‘What do you think,’’ said the cardinal, ‘‘the Pope 
cares for the opinion of a German boor? . The Pope’s little 
finger is stronger than all Germany. Do you expect your 
princes to take up arms to defend you—you, a wretched worm 
like you? I tell you, No, and where will you be then—where 
will you be then?’’ Calmly Luther replied, ‘“Then, as now, 
in the hands of Almighty God.’’ 

Oh, for such valorous men in our day. A few of them 
scattered through present-day society would revolutionize it, 
Oh: ter eatorous would cleanse it of corruptions that have become 
men in our day! 4 stench to our nostrils, would uproot those 
heinous industrial wrongs that make it possible for the few to 
riot in shocking extravagance, and that compel the many to 
eke out a pitiable existence—wanting in sufficient food, in 
sufficient clothes, in sufficient rest, in sufficient room, in suffi- 
cient privacy for the protection of the ordinary decencies and 
modesties of life. A few of them scattered through present- 
day churches would breathe the breath of life into hundreds 
that have become stupefying mausoleums, repellent haunts of 
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cant and hypocrisy. A few of them scattered through present- 
day society would emancipate woman from the worst of all 
slaveries, the tyranny of fashion, imposed upon her, several 
times each year, at a terrible cost of time and means, for the 
most part by that despicable class that makes use of dress to 
make themselves all the more marketable, or by brainless 
idlers, or by grasping fashion-mongers. 

Moral courage is the desideratum of our age. The need 
of our day is men with courage of conviction, men with 
strength to obey the dictates of their conscience, 


: 4 Moral courage 
men who, knowing what is right and true and greatest of our 


just, dare to do it at every hazard, dare to refuse ater 

to trim their sails to every wind, or to stifle their conviction 
at other men’s bidding, dare to rebel against unjust advantage 
being taken of those who because of dire necessity must sub- 
mit to every tyranny, must sacrifice their health and strength 
so that others may deck themselves with silks and satins and 
costly furs, may ornament themselves with precious jewels, 
may glut their appetites with costly viands, may loaf spring 
and summer, autumn and winter, at expensive resorts, at home 
or abroad. 

And why may not you and I beof that number? I sawa 
picture, once upon a time, representing Lincoln as a lad, 
breaking forth with the words, after his mother why ao sei 
had read to him of great deeds of great men, 474!? 
“What they did, I, too, may do.’’ Even so may we say: 
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‘‘What others did we, too, may do.’’ And we may do it with 
no other weapon than that which they employed and which 
helped them to signal victories, namely, courage to do what 
we know to be right ; courage to abstain from what we know 
to be wrong; courage to set high ideals to our lives and to 
remain true to them at every cost; courage to tear off the 
shackles that fetter us to the whims and fads of fops and 


fools : 


) 


courage to break away from the multitude that knows 


7O 


the right yet practices or condones the wrong; courage to 
stand alone if it must, and to fight alone if it must be, sus- 
tained by the hope that the time may come when, as happened 
often before, the minority of one will become the overwhelm- 
ing majority. 

And what time better for dedicating oneself to such a life 
as this than these sacred days that span the anniversaries of 
the natal days of Washington and Lincoln, 
Present time best ° i ; ; 
for consecration names that are instinct with the highest cour- 
to valor. F ; 5 ; 
age, with the greatest daring, with most blessed 
achievement. The needs of our times demand such courage. 
Our country calls for it. Ours is the duty to obey that call, 
if trne Americans we would be, if justly we would regard 


ourselves compatriots of Lincolu and Washington. 
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